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FICTION
Kelly Armstrong Alone in the wild
Every season in Rockton seems to bring a new challenge. At least that's what Detective Casey 
Duncan has felt since she decided to call this place home. Between all the secretive residents, 
the sometimes-hostile settlers outside, and the surrounding wilderness, there's always 
something to worry about. While on a much needed camping vacation with her boyfriend, Sheriff 
Eric Dalton, Casey hears a baby crying in the woods. The sound leads them to a tragic scene: a 
woman buried under the snow, murdered, a baby still alive in her arms.

Marie Benedict The other Einstein
Mitza Maric has always been a little different from other girls. Most twenty-year-olds are wives 
by now, not studying physics at an elite Zurich university with only male students trying to outdo 
her clever calculations. But Mitza is smart enough to know that, for her, math is an easier path 
than marriage. And then fellow student Albert Einstein takes an interest in her, and the world 
turns sideways. Theirs becomes a partnership of the mind and of the heart, but there might not 
be room for more than one genius in a marriage.

Nina Berkhout Why birds sing
When opera singer Dawn Woodward has an onstage flameout, all she wants is to be left alone. 
She's soon faced with other complications the day her husband announces her estranged 
brother-in-law, Tariq, is undergoing cancer treatment and moving in, his temperamental parrot in 
tow. To make matters worse, though she can't whistle herself, she has been tasked with 
teaching arias to an outspoken group of devoted siffleurs who call themselves the Warblers.

Elizabeth Chadwick The Irish princess
Aoife MacMurchada is just 14 years old when her father Diarmit, King of Leinster, is brutally 
deposed, and her family is forced to flee southern Ireland into English exile. Diarmit seeks help 
from King Henry II, an alliance that leads him to the charismatic Richard de Clare, lord of 
Striguil, a man dissatisfied with his lot and open to new horizons. Diarmit promises Richard 
wealth, lands, and Aoife's hand in marriage in return for his aid, but Aoife, has her own thoughts 
on the matter.

Lorna Cook The forgotten village 
1943: The world is at war, and the villagers of Tyneham are being asked to make one more 
sacrifice: to give their homes over to the British army. But on the eve of their departure, a terrible 
act will cause three of them to disappear forever.

2017: Melissa had hoped a break on the coast of Dorset would rekindle her stagnant 
relationship. When Melissa discovers a strange photograph of a woman who once lived in the 
forgotten local village of Tyneham, she becomes determined to find out more about her story. 
But the village hides a terrible secret, and Melissa’s search for the truth will change her life.

Will Ferguson The finder
The world is filled with wonders, lost objects, all real, all still out there and waiting to be found. 
They include: the missing Fabergé eggs of the Romanov dynasty; the last reel of Alfred 
Hitchcock’s first film; Buddy Holly’s iconic glasses; and Muhammad Ali’s Olympic gold medal. 



How can such cherished objects simply vanish? And who on earth might be compelled to 
uncover them?

Vince Flynn Red war
When Russian president Maxim Krupin discovers that he has inoperable brain cancer, he’s 
determined to cling to power. His first task is to kill or imprison any of his countrymen who can 
threaten him. Soon, though, his illness becomes serious enough to require a more dramatic 
diversion—war with the West. Upon learning of Krupin’s condition, CIA director Irene Kennedy 
understands that the US is facing an opponent who has nothing to lose. The only way to avoid a 
confrontation that could leave millions dead is to send Mitch Rapp to Russia under impossibly 
dangerous orders. He must kill the man many have deemed the most powerful in the world.

Robert Hillman The bookshop of the broken hearted
Tom Hope doesn’t think he’s much of a farmer, but he’s doing his best. He can’t have been 
much of a husband to Trudy, either, judging by her sudden departure. It’s only when she returns, 
pregnant by someone else, that he discovers his surprising talent as a father. So when Trudy 
finds Jesus and takes little Peter away with her to join the holy rollers, Tom’s heart breaks all 
over again. Enter Hannah Babel, a small town Jewish bookseller and the most vivid person Tom 
has ever met. He dares to believe they could make each other happy.

Rachel Joyce Miss Benson’s beetle
1950. London is still reeling from World War II, and Margery Benson, a schoolteacher and 
spinster, is trying to get through life. One day, she reaches her breaking point, abandoning her 
job and small existence to set out on an expedition to the other side of the world in search of her 
childhood obsession: an insect that may or may not exist - the golden beetle of New Caledonia. 
When she advertises for an assistant to accompany her, the woman she ends up with is the last 
person she had in mind. Fun-loving Enid Pretty in her tight-fitting pink suit and pom-pom 
sandals seems to attract trouble wherever she goes.

Faye Kellerman The lost boys
When Bertram Telemann goes missing from a local diner near Greenbury, the entire community 
of the small upstate New York town volunteers to search the surrounding woods in hopes of 
finding him. Bertram had been on a field trip with the staff and fellow residents of the Loving 
Care Home when he vanished.  When no trace of the man is found, the disappearance quickly 
becomes an official missing persons case and is assigned to detectives Peter Decker and his 
partner Tyler McAdams. As their investigation deepens, the detectives becomes convinced that 
Bertram hadn’t lost his way, but had left with someone he knew.

Peter May Lockdown
London, the epicentre of a global pandemic, is a city in lockdown. Violence and civil disorder 
simmer. Martial law has been imposed. No-one is safe from the deadly virus that has already 
claimed thousands of victims. Health and emergency services are overwhelmed. At a building 
site for a temporary hospital, construction workers find a bag containing the rendered bones of a 
murdered child. A remorseless killer has been unleashed on the city; his mission is to take all 
measures necessary to prevent the bones from being identified. D.I. Jack MacNeil, counting 
down the hours on his final day with the Met, is sent to investigate. 



Amy Meyerson The imperfects 
The Millers are far from perfect. Estranged siblings Beck, Ashley and Jake find themselves 
under one roof for the first time in years, forced to confront old resentments and betrayals, when 
their mysterious, eccentric matriarch, Helen, passes away. But their lives are about to change 
when they find a secret inheritance hidden among her possessions, the Florentine Diamond, a 
137-carat yellow gemstone that went missing from the Austrian Empire a century ago. 
Desperate to learn how one of the world’s most elusive diamonds ended up in Helen’s bedroom, 
they begin investigating her past only to realize how little they know about their brave, resilient 
grandmother.  Inspired by the true story of the real, still-missing Florentine Diamond.

Phaedra Patrick Rise & shine, Benedict Stone
In the quiet village of Noon Sun, Benedict Stone has settled into a complacent and predictable 
routine. Business at his jewelry shop has dried up; his marriage is on the rocks. His life is in 
desperate need of a jump start. And then a surprise arrives at his door. Gemma is Benedict's 
audacious teenage niece, the daughter of his estranged brother, Charlie. The two Stone 
brothers had a falling out and haven't spoken in almost two decades, since Charlie left for 
America. Reckless and stubborn, Gemma invites herself into Benedict's world and turns his 
orderly life upside down.

Rachel Rhys Fatal inheritance
London 1948: Eve Forrester is stuck in a loveless marriage, isolated in her grey and gloomy 
house when out of the blue, she receives a letter. A wealthy stranger has left her a mysterious 
inheritance but in order to find out more, she must travel to the French Riviera. There she 
discovers she has been bequeathed a villa overlooking the Mediterranean and suddenly, life 
could not be more glamorous. But while she rubs shoulders with the rich and famous, 
challengers to her unexplained fortune begin to emerge.

Mandy Robotham The Berlin girl
Berlin, 1938: It’s the height of summer, and Germany is on the brink of war. When fledgling 
reporter Georgie Young is posted to Berlin, alongside fellow Londoner Max Spender, she knows 
they are entering the eye of the storm. Arriving in a city swathed in red flags and crawling with 
Nazis, Georgie feels helpless, witnessing innocent people being torn from their homes. As 
tensions rise, she realizes she and Max have to act, even if it means putting their lives on the 
line.

Bryn Turnbull The woman before Wallis
In the summer of 1926, when Thelma Morgan marries Viscount Duke Furness after a whirlwind 
romance, she’s immersed in a gilded world of extraordinary wealth and privilege. For Thelma, 
the daughter of an American diplomat, her new life as a member of the British aristocracy is like 
a fairy tale, even more so when her husband introduces her to Edward, Prince of Wales. In a 
twist of fate, her marriage to Duke leads her to fall headlong into a love affair with Edward. But 
happiness is fleeting, and their love is threatened when Thelma’s sister, Gloria Morgan 
Vanderbilt, becomes embroiled in a scandal with far-reaching implications. As Thelma sails to 
New York to support Gloria, she leaves Edward in the hands of her trusted friend Wallis, never 
imagining the consequences that will follow.

Alison Weir Jane Seymour:  the haunted queen
Twenty-five-year-old Jane Seymour wants nothing more than to become a nun. But her 
ambitious father has forced her to live at court as lady-in-waiting to Queen Katherine of Aragon, 



a fellow Catholic whom she soon comes to love and admire. So Jane is appalled when King 
Henry shunts Katherine aside in his pursuit of Anne Boleyn, but even more so when he takes 
Anne's life in his rush to wed Jane herself! Unwilling to marry but terrified to resist Henry's 
advances for fear she might share Anne's fate, and propelled by her family, Jane becomes 
Queen of England a mere 10 days after Anne's execution.

Carol Windley Midnight train to Prague
In 1927, as Natalia Faber travels from Berlin to Prague with her mother, their train is delayed in 
Switzerland. In the brief time the train is idle, Natalia learns the truth about her father and meets 
a remarkable woman named Dr. Magdalena Schaefferová, whose family will become a 
significant part of her future. Shaken by these events, Natalia arrives at a spa on the shore of 
Lake Hevíz in Hungary. Here, she meets the journalist and writer Miklós Count Andorján. In 
time, they will marry, and Natalia will devote herself to life on a rural estate in Hungary, until war 
breaks out in Europe. 

Susie Yang White ivy
Ivy Lin is a thief and a liar, but you’d never know it by looking at her. Raised outside of Boston, 
she is taught how to pilfer items from yard sales and second-hand shops by her immigrant 
grandmother. Thieving allows Ivy to accumulate the trappings of a suburban teen and, most 
importantly, to attract the attention of Gideon Speyer, the golden boy of a wealthy political family. 
But when Ivy’s mother discovers her misdemeanours, punishment is swift and Ivy is sent to 
China. Back in Boston, years later, Ivy has grown into a poised yet restless young woman.  She 
bumps into Sylvia Speyer, Gideon’s sister and a reconnection with Gideon seems inevitable.

NON-FICTION
Brian Burke Burke’s law:  a life in hockey
Brian Burke is one of the biggest hockey personalities in the media landscape. Most famous for 
advocating belligerence during his tenure at the helm of the Maple Leafs, Burke has lived and 
breathed hockey his whole life. He has been a player, an agent, a league executive, a scout, a 
Stanley Cup-winning GM, an Olympic GM, and a media analyst. No one knows the game better, 
and no one commands more attention. But there is more to Brian Burke than hockey. He is a 
graduate of Harvard Law School, and an accomplished businessman with hard-earned lessons 
that come from highly scrutinized decisions made at the helm of multi-million-dollar companies.

Nicholas A. Christakis Apollo’s arrow:  the profound and enduring impact of 
Coronavirus on the way we live

An account of the impact of the coronavirus pandemic as it swept through American society in 
2020, and how the recovery will unfold in the coming years. Drawing on historical epidemics, 
contemporary analyses, and cutting-edge research from a range of scientific disciplines, the 
author, physician, sociologist, and public health expert explores what it means to live in a time of 
plague, an experience that is paradoxically uncommon to the vast majority of humans who are 
alive, yet deeply fundamental to our species. Unleashing new divisions in our society as well as 
opportunities for cooperation, this 21st-century pandemic has upended our lives in ways that will 
test, but not vanquish, our already frayed collective culture.

Desmond Cole The skin we’re in:  a year of black resistance and power
Puncturing the bubble of Canadian smugness and naive assumptions of a post-racial nation, 
Cole chronicles just one year, 2017, in the struggle against racism in this country. It was a year 
that saw calls for tighter borders when Black refugees braved frigid temperatures to cross into 



Manitoba from the States, Indigenous land and water protectors resisting the celebration of 
Canada’s 150th birthday, police across the country rallying around an officer accused of murder, 
and more. Month-by-month, Cole creates a comprehensive picture of entrenched, systemic 
inequality. 

Melinda Gates The moment of lift:  how empowering women changes the 
world

For the last twenty years, Melinda Gates has been on a mission. Her goal, as co-chair of the Bill 
& Melinda Gates Foundation, has been to find solutions for people with the most urgent needs, 
wherever they live. Throughout this journey, one thing has become increasingly clear to her: If 
you want to lift a society up, invest in women. Convinced that all women should be free to 
decide whether and when to have children, Gates took her first step onto the global stage to 
make a stand for family planning. That step launched her into further efforts: to ensure women 
everywhere have access to every kind of job; to encourage men around the globe to share 
equally in the burdens of household work; to advocate for paid family leave for everyone; and to 
eliminate gender bias in all its forms.

Nancy Goldstone Daughters of the winter Queen:  four remarkable sisters, the 
Crown of Bohemia and the enduring legacy of Mary, Queen of 
Scots

The story of four sisters and their mother, Elizabeth Stuart, granddaughter of the Mary, Queen of 
Scots. Upon her father's ascension to the English throne, Elizabeth Stuart was suddenly thrust 
from the poverty of Scotland into the fairy-tale existence of a princess of great wealth. When she 
was married at sixteen to a German count far below her rank, it was with the understanding that 
her father would help her husband achieve the kingship of Bohemia. The betrayal of this 
commitment would ruin "the Winter Queen," as Elizabeth would forever be known. Forced into 
exile, the family found refuge in Holland, where the Dutch Golden Age indelibly shaped her 
daughters' lives. Her eldest, Princess Elizabeth, became a scholar who earned the respect and 
friendship of the philosopher René Descartes. Louisa was a gifted painter. Henrietta Maria 
would be the only sister to marry into royalty. But it was the youngest, Sophia, who fulfilled the 
promise of her great-grandmother Mary and reshaped the British monarchy, a legacy that 
endures to this day.

James Kramer The boy in the barn
Growing up in the 1960's, James was treated more like an animal than a child during a time 
when child abuse was not spoken of and many people looked the other way. A beautiful family 
on the outside, no one knew what was going on behind closed doors. He and his siblings 
suffered tremendous emotional and physical abuse at the hands of a sadistic father and an 
absent mother. He lost his baby sister at the hands of his father and retains the horrific 
memories of her death. James lived in a barn for most of his childhood and learned to survive 
the isolation and neglect. James became a deeply spiritual person, but it was a challenging 
road. 

Margaret MacMillan War: how conflict shaped us: 
War is always with us, even in peace. It has shaped humanity, its institutions, its states, its 
values and ideas. Our very language, our public spaces, our private memories, some of our 
greatest cultural treasures reflect the glory and the misery of war. War is an uncomfortable and 
challenging subject not least because it brings out the most vile and the noblest aspects of 



humanity. MacMillan looks at the ways in which war has shaped human history and how, in turn, 
changes in political organization, technology, or ideologies have affected how and why we fight.

Michael Marshall The genesis quest:  the geniuses and eccentrics on a journey 
to uncover the origin of life on earth

How did life begin? Why are we here? These are some of the most profound questions we can 
ask. For almost a century, a small band of eccentric scientists has struggled to answer these 
questions and explain one of the greatest mysteries of all: how and why life began on Earth. 
There are many different proposals, and each idea has attracted passionate believers who 
promote it with an almost religious fervour, as well as detractors who reject it with equal passion.
But the quest to unravel life’s genesis is not just a story of big ideas. It is also a compelling 
human story, rich in personalities, conflicts, and surprising twists and turns. 

Isabel Wilkerson Caste:  the origins of our discontents
Beyond race, class, or other factors, there is a powerful caste system that influences people’s 
lives and behaviour and the nation’s fate. Linking the caste systems of America, India, and Nazi 
Germany, Wilkerson explores eight pillars that underlie caste systems across civilizations. She 
shows the ways that the insidious undertow of caste is experienced every day. She documents 
how the Nazis studied the racial systems in America to plan their out-cast of the Jews; why the 
cruel logic of caste requires that there be a bottom rung for those in the middle to measure 
themselves against; the surprising health costs of caste, in depression and life expectancy, and 
the effects of this hierarchy on our culture and politics. Finally, she points forward to ways 
America can move beyond the artificial and destructive separations of human divisions, toward 
hope in our common humanity.

Mike Yip Beginners’s guide to Vancouver Island birds
This is the fourth book from Nanoose Bay’s Mike Yip, but the first to serve specifically as a 
guide. Along with photographs for identification, the book includes educational information about 
the birds as well as details on where and when they may be spotted.


