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FICTION
Isabel Allende A long petal of the sea
In the late 1930s, civil war grips Spain. When General Franco and his Fascists succeed in overthrowing 
the government, hundreds of thousands are forced to flee over the mountains to the French border. 
Among them is Roser, a pregnant young widow, who finds her life intertwined with that of Victor Dalmau, 
an army doctor and the brother of her deceased love. In order to survive, the two must unite in a marriage 
neither of them desires. Together with two thousand other refugees, they embark on the SS Winnipeg to 
Chile.  Starting over on a new continent, their trials are just beginning.

Mary Kay Andrews Hello summer 
Conley Hawkins left her family’s small town newspaper, The Silver Bay Beacon, in the rearview mirror 
years ago. Now a star reporter for a big-city paper, Conley is exactly where she wants to be and is about 
to accept a new position in Washington, D.C., or so she thinks. When the new job goes up in smoke, 
Conley finds herself back where she started, working for her sister, who is trying to keep The Silver Bay 
Beacon afloat and she doesn’t exactly have warm feelings for Conley. Then Conley witnesses an accident 
that ends in the death of a local congressman, a beloved war hero with a shady past. The more she digs 
into the story, the more dangerous it gets.

David Baldacci Walk the wire
Amos Decker, FBI consultant and his colleague Alex Jamison are called to London, North Dakota, The 
promise of a second gold rush has attracted an onslaught of newcomers all hoping for a windfall, and the 
community is growing faster than houses can be built. The sudden boom has also brought a slew of 
problems with it, including drugs, property crimes, prostitution and now murder. The FBI agents are 
ordered to investigate the death of a young woman named Irene Cramer, whose body was expertly 
autopsied and then dumped in the open, which is only the beginning of the oddities surrounding the case.

Rachel Beanland Florence Adler swims forever
Every summer, Esther and Joseph Adler rent their house out to vacationers and move into the small 
apartment above their bakery. This is the apartment where they raised their two daughters, Fannie and 
Florence. Now Florence has returned from college, determined to spend the summer training to swim the 
English Channel, and Fannie, pregnant again after recently losing a baby, is on bedrest for the duration of 
her pregnancy. After Joseph insists they take in a mysterious young woman whom he recently helped 
emigrate from Nazi Germany, the apartment is bursting at the seams. When tragedy strikes, Esther 
makes the decision to hide the truth, at least until Fannie’s baby is born and pulls the family into an 
elaborate web of secret-keeping and lies.

Brit Bennett The vanishing half
The Vignes twin sisters will always be identical. But after growing up together in a small, southern black 
community and running away at age sixteen, it's not just the shape of their daily lives that is different as 
adults, it's everything: their families, their communities, their racial identities. Ten years later, one sister 
lives with her black daughter in the same town she once tried to escape. The other secretly passes for 
white, and her white husband knows nothing of her past. Still, even separated by so many miles and just 
as many lies, the fates of the twins remain intertwined.

Sandra Brown Outfox 
FBI agent Drex Easton is driven by a single goal: to outmaneuver the conman once known as Weston 
Graham. Over the past thirty years, Weston has assumed many names and countless disguises, enabling 
him to lure eight wealthy women out of their fortunes before they disappeared without a trace. The only 
common trait among the victims: a new man in their life who also vanished, leaving behind no evidence of 
his existence. Drex is convinced that these women have been murdered, and that Weston Graham is the 
sociopath responsible. But each time Drex gets close to catching him, Weston trades one persona for 



another and disappears again. Now, for the first time in their long game of cat and mouse, Drex has a 
suspect in sight.

Janie Chang A library of legends
China, 1937. When Japanese bombs begin falling on the city of Nanking, nineteen-year-old Hu Lian and 
her classmates at Minghua University are ordered to flee. Lian and a convoy of students, faculty and staff 
must walk 1,000 miles to the safety of China’s western provinces, a journey marred by the constant threat 
of aerial attack. And it is not just the refugees who are at risk; Lian and her classmates have been 
entrusted with a priceless treasure: a 500-year-old collection of myths and folklore known as the Library 
of Legends.

Adrienne Chinn The English wife
VE Day, 1945. As victory bells ring out across the country, war bride Ellie Burgess’ happiness is 
overshadowed by grief. Her Newfoundlander husband Thomas is still missing in action. A letter arrives 
explaining Thomas is back home recovering from his injuries. Travelling to a distant country to live with a 
man she barely knows is the bravest thing Ellie has ever had to do. But nothing can prepare her for the 
harsh realities of her new home.

September 11th 2001. Sophie Parry is on a plane to New York on the most tragic day in the city’s history. 
While the world watches the news in horror, Sophie’s flight is rerouted to a tiny town in Newfoundland and 
she is forced to seek refuge with her estranged aunt Ellie.

Cory Doctorow Radicalized
There are four novellas in the book which grow from the author’s belief that things in 2019 America are 
horrifyingly broken. The stories include:  a tale of immigration, toxic economic stratification and a young 
woman's perilously illegal quest to fix a broken toaster;  a superhero finds himself way out his depth when 
he confronts the corruption of the police and justice system.; a desperate husband, a darknet forum and 
the birth of a violent uprising against the US health care system; and an uber-wealthy survivalist and his 
followers as they hole up and attempt to ride out the collapse of society.

Emma Donoghue The pull of the stars
In an Ireland doubly ravaged by war and disease, Nurse Julia Power works at an understaffed hospital in 
the city centre where expectant mothers who have come down with the terrible new Flu are quarantined 
together. Into Julia's regimented world step two outsiders, Doctor Kathleen Lynn, a rumoured rebel on the 
run from the police, and a young volunteer helper, Bridie Sweeney. In the darkness and intensity of this 
tiny ward, over three days, these women change each other's lives in unexpected ways. They lose 
patients to this baffling pandemic, but they also shepherd new life into a fearful world.

Lucy Foley The guest list 
On an island off the coast of Ireland, guests gather to celebrate the marriage of two rising stars.  It’s a 
wedding for a magazine: the designer dress, the remote location, the deluxe party favours, the boutique 
whiskey. As the champagne is popped and the festivities begin, resentments and petty jealousies begin to 
mingle with the reminiscences and well wishes. And then someone turns up dead.

Genevieve Graham The forgotten home child
2018. At ninety-seven years old, Winnifred Ellis knows she doesn’t have much time left, and it is almost a 
relief to realize that once she is gone, the truth about her shameful past will die with her. But when her 
great-grandson Jamie, asks about his family tree, Winnifred can’t lie any longer.

1936. Fifteen-year-old Winny has never known a real home. After running away from an abusive 
stepfather, she falls in with Mary, Jack, and their ragtag group of friends roaming the streets of Liverpool. 
When the children are caught stealing food, Winny and Mary are left in Dr. Barnardo’s Barkingside Home 
for Girls, There, Winny learns she will be sent to Canada, where families and better lives await them. But 



Winny’s hopes are dashed when she is separated from her friends and sent to live with a family that has 
no use for another daughter. Instead, they have paid for an indentured servant to work on their farm.

Greer Hendricks You are not alone
Shay Miller wants to find love, but it eludes her. She wants to be fulfilled, but her job is a dead end. She 
wants to belong, but her life is increasingly lonely. Until Shay meets the Moore sisters. Cassandra and 
Jane live a life of glamorous perfection, and always get what they desire. When they invite Shay into their 
circle, everything seems to get better. Shay would die for them to like her. She may have to.

Peter James Find them dead 
Ending his secondment to London’s Met Police, Roy Grace gets a tip-off about a county lines drugs 
mastermind operating out of Brighton. On his first day back in his old job in Sussex, he is called to a 
seemingly senseless murder.

Separately, Meg Magellan finally has her life back together, five years after the car crash that killed her 
husband and their son. Her daughter, Laura, now 18, is on her gap year travelling in South America with a 
friend, and Meg misses her badly. Laura is all she has in the world. In between jobs, Meg receives a 
summons for jury service. She’s excited, it might be interesting and will help distract her from constantly 
worrying about Laura. But when she is selected for the trial of a major Brighton drugs overlord, everything 
changes.

Daniel Kalla The last high
Dr. Julie Rees, a toxicologist and ER doctor, is stunned when her emergency room is flooded with 
teenagers from the same party, all on the verge of death. Julie knows the world of opioids inside and out, 
and she recognizes that there’s nothing typical about these cases. She suspects the teens took, or were 
given, fentanyl. But why did they succumb so quickly?

Detective Anson Chen is determined to find out. He and Julie race to track down the supplier of the 
deadly drugs. But the trail of suspects leads everywhere, from unscrupulous street dealers to ruthless 
gang leaders who hide behind legitimate business fronts and the walls of their mansions.

Sheena Kamal No going back
Nora Watts has a talent for seeing what lies beneath strangers’ surfaces, Somehow, it’s the people 
closest to her she has trouble truly connecting with. In the case of Bonnie, the teenage daughter Nora 
gave up for adoption, she has to keep trying. Bonnie was kidnapped by the wealthy Zhang family. Though 
Nora rescued her, she made a powerful enemy in Dao, a mysterious triad enforcer and former head of the 
Zhangs’ private security. Now Dao is out for revenge, and she needs to track him down in order to keep 
herself and Bonnie safe.

Kevin Kwan Sex and vanity
On her first morning on Capri, Lucie Churchill sets eyes on George Zao and she instantly can’t stand him. 
She can’t stand it when he gallantly offers to trade hotel rooms with her so that she can have the view, 
she can’t stand that he knows more about Curzio Malaparte than she does, and she really can’t stand it 
when he kisses her in the ruins of a Roman villa. Daughter of an American-born-Chinese mother and New 
York father, Lucie has always sublimated the Asian side of herself in favour of the white side, and she 
adamantly denies having feelings for George. But several years later, when George unexpectedly 
appears in East Hampton where Lucie is weekending with her new fiancé, Lucie finds herself drawn to 
George again.

Christy Lefteri The beekeeper of Aleppo 
Nuri is a beekeeper; and his wife, Afra, an artist. They live a simple life, rich in family and friends, in the 
beautiful Syrian city of Aleppo, until the unthinkable happens. When all they care for is destroyed by war, 
they are forced to escape. But what Afra has seen is so terrible she has gone blind, and so they must 
embark on a perilous journey through Turkey and Greece towards an uncertain future in Britain. On the 



way, Nuri is sustained by the knowledge that waiting for them is Mustafa, his cousin and business partner, 
who has started an apiary and is teaching fellow refugees in Yorkshire to keep bees.

James McBride Deacon King Kong
New York, September 1969. A fumbling, cranky old church deacon known as Sportcoat shuffles into the 
courtyard of the Cause Houses housing project in south Brooklyn, pulls a .38 from his pocket, and in front 
of everybody shoots the project's drug dealer at point-blank range. As the story deepens, it becomes clear 
that the lives of the victim, the African-American and Latino residents who witnessed it, the white 
neighbours, the local cops assigned to investigate, the members of the Five Ends Baptist Church where 
Sportcoat was deacon, the neighbourhood's Italian mobsters, and Sportcoat himself, overlap in 
unexpected ways. 

Roz Nay Hurry home
Alexandra Van Ness has the perfect life. She lives in an idyllic resort town tucked away in the Rocky 
Mountains, shares a designer loft with her handsome boyfriend, Chase, and has her dream job working in 
child protection. But when her long-lost sister, Ruth, unexpectedly shows up at her door, Alex's perfect life 
is upended. Growing up, Ruth was always the troublemaker, pulling Alex into her messes, and this time 
will be no different.

Phaedra Patrick The library of lost and found 
Librarian Martha Storm has always found it easier to connect with books than people, though not for lack 
of trying. She keeps careful lists of how to help others in her superhero-themed notebook. And yet, 
sometimes it feels like she's invisible. All of that changes when a book of fairy tales arrives on her 
doorstep. Inside, Martha finds a dedication written to her by her grandmother Zelda who died under 
mysterious circumstances years earlier. When Martha discovers a clue within the book that her 
grandmother may still be alive, she becomes determined to discover the truth.

Preston & Child Old bones
Clive Benton needs a team to help him prepare for and carry out an expedition into rough western 
wilderness. He believes he has some clues to investigate the fabled Donner Party, a group of seekers 
who perished through starvation and violence in 1847. Benton approaches the Santa Fe Archaeological 
Institute about having the key to locating a great treasure of gold coins, a find somehow connected to the 
Donner misadventure. A deal with the institute is made, and personnel from that organization, along with 
a support team, is set in motion.

Amy Stuart Still here
Malcolm has disappeared and no one knows where or why. Clare, his colleague and fellow private 
investigator, is certain she can find him. She arrives in the oceanside city where he last lived and starts 
digging around. Not only has Malcolm gone without a trace, so has his wife, Zoe. Everyone who knew the 
perfect couple sees Malcolm as the prime suspect in his wife’s disappearance. Everyone except Clare. 
She’s certain there’s more at play that has nothing to do with Malcolm, a dark connection to Zoe’s family 
business and the murder of her father years ago.

J. Courtney Sullivan Friends and strangers
Elisabeth, an accomplished journalist and new mother, is struggling to adjust to life in a small town after 
nearly twenty years in New York City. Alone in the house with her infant son all day and awake with him 
much of the night, she feels uneasy, adrift and neglects her work. Enter Sam, a senior at the local 
women's college, whom Elisabeth hires to babysit. Sam is struggling to decide between the path she's 
always planned on and a romantic entanglement that threatens her ambition.

Karen Swan The hidden beach
Stockholm. Bell Everhurst has been working for 7 years as a nanny for Hanna and Max Von Greyerz, and 
their children 7 year-old Linus, and 5-year old twins Ellinor and Tilde. One early Spring morning, as she’s 
rushing out to take the children to school, she answers the phone. A woman from a clinic she’s never 



heard of asks her to pass on the message that Hanna’s husband is awake. Bell is confused. She clearly 
just saw Max walking out of the house a few minutes earlier, but the woman mentioned Hanna by name. 
When she gets hold of her employer, the truth is revealed: Hanna’s first husband fell into a coma seven 
years earlier, following an accident. But now he’s awake.

NON-FICTION
Timothy Egan A pilgrimage to eternity: From Canterbury to Rome in Search of a Faith 
Moved by his mother's death and his Irish Catholic family's complicated history with the church, Timothy 
Egan decided to follow in the footsteps of centuries of seekers to force a reckoning with his own beliefs. 
He embarked on a thousand-mile pilgrimage through the theological cradle of Christianity, exploring one 
of the biggest stories of our time: the collapse of religion in the world that it created. 

Anne Glenconner Lady in waiting:  my extraordinary life in the shadow of the Crown
As a child, the author met and befriended the future Queen Elizabeth II and her sister, the Princess 
Margaret. Though the firstborn child of the 5th Earl of Leicester, who controlled one of the largest estates 
in England, as a daughter she was deemed "the greatest disappointment" and unable to inherit. A witness 
to landmark moments in royal history, Anne's life has encompassed drama and tragedy. The book 
includes many intimate royal stories, as well as Anne’s own battle for survival. 

Stephanie Land Maid:  hard work, low pay, and a mother’s will to survive
While the gap between upper middle-class Americans and the working poor widens, grueling low-wage 
domestic and service work, primarily done by women, fuels the economic success of the wealthy. 
Stephanie Land worked for years as a maid, pulling long hours while struggling as a single mom to keep 
a roof over her daughter's head. In Maid, she reveals the dark truth of what it takes to survive and thrive 
in today's inequitable society.

Robert Popple Born in Huronia:  recollections of a kid from Penetanguishene
This memoir by local author Robert Popple's describes his life growing up in 1950s Huronia and later, 
making his way in the world, including his five years as the Ontario Hydro nuclear spokesman.  The book 
includes a transcript of his mother's 53-year Family Log.

Jesse Thistle From the ashes
A memoir about hope and resilience, and a revelatory look into the life of a Métis-Cree man who refused 
to give up. Abandoned by his parents as a toddler, Jesse Thistle briefly found himself in the foster-care 
system with his two brothers, cut off from all they had known. Eventually the children landed in the home 
of their paternal grandparents, but their tough-love attitudes meant conflicts became commonplace. And 
the ghost of Jesse’s drug-addicted father haunted the halls of the house and the memories of every family 
member. Struggling, Jesse succumbed to a self-destructive cycle of drug and alcohol addiction and petty 
crime, spending more than a decade on and off the streets, often homeless. One day, he finally realized 
he would die unless he turned his life around.

Dr. Wang Zhou 101 science-based tips that could save your life
Written by Dr. Wang Zhou and his colleagues at the Wuhan Centre for Disease Control and Prevention 
about the coronavirus virus (COVID-19). Written in plain language, the book contains information to help 
readers and professionals understand the virus and protect themselves. As COVID-19 continues to 
spread around the world, preventative measures such as controlling the source of infection, early 
detection of patients, and cutting off transmission are imperative.
 


